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A Revolutionary Breakthrough: 
Discovering Our Van Salee 
Lineage
Teresa Vega

Please note that this article is based on preliminary findings only.  
Additional research remains to be done.

In April of 2022, my cousin Andrea Hughes and I 
focused on records from Bergen County, New Jer-
sey, and Orange, Rockland, and New York Coun-
ties, New York. We did this for two reasons: first, 
we knew we descended from The Mann/Man-
uel, DeVries, and Van Donck/Van Dunk fami-
lies via our 4x great-grandfather Samuel Piggery, 
an Afro-Indigenous man of Lenape (Munsee) 
and Scots-Irish ancestry. Our Mann and DeVries 
ancestors were among the sixteen Tappan patent 
land grantees who left New Amsterdam in 1683 
and relocated to Orange County, New York.1 Our 
“Afro-Dutch” families were endogamous and 
tri-racial from the beginning.2 Second, I also began 
gathering information on my 5x great-grand- 
father, Samuel Freeman, a Black Patriot who 
fought in Hardenburgh’s Regiment in Orange-
town, New York, on and off for four years. While 
enslaved by Benjamin Moore, Freeman was also 
sent to New York City to build fortifications before 
the British occupied the city. 

Finding Samuel Freeman, Finding 
Sarah Van Salee
We first discovered Samuel Freeman two years ago 
in an 1815 runaway enslaved ad for his daughter, 
my 4x great-grandmother Antonia (“Tun”) Sny-
der (ca. 1790–1881).3 Tun attempted to emanci-
pate herself at the age of twenty in August 1814 
in New York City. She fled with her newborn son 

John Green named after a man she considered her 
husband. The ad stated that Tun was previously 
owned by Ann Mabie.4

While Samuel was free because of his service 
during the Revolutionary War, Tun was enslaved 
for life, as she was sold and taken to New Jersey in 
1809.5 She was only freed after the signing of the 
Emancipation Proclamation in 1862. By that time, 
she was seventy-two years old. In the 1860 census, 
she is listed as a “slave servant” in the household 
of Hannah Ackerson in New Barbados, New Jer-
sey.6 Tun was one of New Jersey’s last enslaved 
people and she died on 2 Jan1881 in Washington 
Township, New Jersey.

Tun’s runaway slave ad 
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From the ad and further research, 
we knew that Samuel Freeman became 
a master chimney sweep after the Revo-
lutionary War and operated a business 
out of his home at 47 Reed Street in 
Lower Manhattan.7 His other daugh-
ter (name unknown) managed a grocery 
store owned by merchant Henry Webb 
at the same address. Samuel was one of 
several Black men from Orange County, 
New York, who started chimney sweep 
businesses in the Sixth Ward.8 Although 
becoming a master chimney sweep 
offered Samuel a leg up in the post-Rev-
olutionary War era, chimney sweeping 
soon became a highly regulated occupa-
tion. By 1820, chimney sweeping began 
to decline due to the mechanization of 
the trade along with changes in labor 
laws that affected sweep apprentices. By 
1821, Samuel was back living in Tap-
pan, Rockland County, and listed as a 
member of the Dutch Reformed Church 
with his second wife, Betsy, and their two 
young daughters.9 His death date remains 
unknown. 

While gathering additional documents for 
Samuel’s DAR application right around Thanks-
giving, Manhattan DAR Chapter Registrar Alyssa 
Ritch-Frels found an 1806 mortgage indenture 
mentioning Samuel.10 In 1806, Samuel’s wife 
Sarah died. In the mortgage indenture, Fredericus 
Blauvelt wrote that Sarah used to be a well-known 
servant of Francis Van Salee and that she inher-
ited half his property. Perhaps Samuel needed the 
money to support his business and residence in 
New York City. We do know that he paid the loan 
back because the indenture was cancelled in 1811 
and was noted on the same 1806 indenture as a 
side note.11

Finding Sarah was the brickwall breakthrough 
that led to more amazing genealogical finds. In 
Francis Van Salee Jr.’s (1702–1769) will, he wrote 

that “I give to my loving friend and servant Sarah 
her freedom and the other half of my estate real 
together with my dwelling house during her natu-
ral life and after her decease to her issue.”12 At this 
point, we didn’t know whether Sarah was Fran-
cis Van Salee’s common-law wife or daughter, as 
it was quite common for free Blacks to buy their 
enslaved relatives and emancipate them in their 
wills. Further digging revealed a 2 Oct 1759 chris-
tening record for Sarah that listed her parents, my 
6X great grandparents, as being Fran Van Sylle and 
Rabecca.13 There is no other information regard-
ing Rabecca. However, we do know that she is our 
earliest known maternal ancestor with Malagasy 
roots due to her descendant’s mtDNA results.14

The christening record was proof that Sarah 
was Tun’s mother, not Betsy. In the 1800 census, 
Samuel is shown living in a household with three 

1806 mortgage iIndenture
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individuals.15 We believe his family unit included 
Sarah and another unknown child, possibly the 
sister mentioned in Tun’s runaway enslaved ad. 
Her younger sister was no doubt born free due 
to Sarah’s free status. Her parents also lived very 
close to the interrelated Blauvelt, Bogart, and 
Maybie families and Margaret Graham, who 
owned Tun’s brother William.16 Tun would have 
grown up knowing her parents and other rela-
tives. Although Sarah’s father died in 1769, pro-
bating his will took twenty years. Sarah was likely 
enslaved when Tun was born, and may not have 
received her inheritance by then. If this was the 
case, then ten-year-old Sarah was probably raised 
by other Van Salee relatives until she came of age. 

By the time Tun was a teen, she was already 
sold to William Sandford, her first New Jersey 
enslaver.17 Although Orangetown, New York, bor-
dered Bergen County, New Jersey, slavery existed 
much longer in New Jersey; it was the last North-
ern state to emancipate enslaved people. The New 
Jersey Gradual Emancipation Law stated that 
enslaved children born after 4 July 1804 would be 

freed when they reached the age of twenty-one for 
women and twenty-five for men. Children born 
before that date, however, were enslaved for life.18 
Sarah and Tun’s situation shows how enslave-
ment was a harsh reality that led to very different 
outcomes within the same family.

It is significant that Fredericus Blauvelt was 
the person who backed the mortgage loan to 
Samuel. He was married to Anna Maria DeWint, 
whose father, Johannes DeWint, moved to Orange 
County, New York, from the island of St. Thomas. 
The DeWints were well-known sugar plantation 
owners there. During the Revolutionary War, both 
the DeWints and Blauvelts lived together at the 
DeWint House, which twice served as President 
George Washington’s headquarters during the 
American Revolution.19

Connecting all the dots, Fredericus and Anna 
Maria (DeWint) Blauvelt had one child, a daughter 
named Elizabeth, who married Cornelius Mabie. 
Cornelius was the father of Ann Mabie to whom 
Fredericus bequeathed Tun in his 1809 will. Sam-
uel intimately knew all the individuals involved 
as some of his relatives were probably owned by 
them. Moreover, there is the possibility that some 
of our ancestors on Samuel’s side may have also 
come from St. Thomas. Clearly, there were ties 
that still connected formerly enslaved people to 
their former enslavers even after freedom came.

Going Back to New Amsterdam
After finding Sarah, I went directly to the two-ar-
ticle series by Henry B. Hoff published in the New 
York Genealogical & Biographical Record entitled 
“Frans Abramse Van Salee and his Descendants: 
A Colonial Black Family in New York and New 
Jersey.”20 Hoff ’s articles took Sarah’s paternal line 
all the way back to New Amsterdam! As he wrote 
his articles in 1990, he may have been unaware of 
Sarah’s 1759 christening record, which listed her 
parents’ names, as he only mentions Sarah as a 
servant in the articles. Although I knew some of 
our Heady/Hedden ancestors from Westchester 

Francis Van Salee’s Will and Sarah’s christening record
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County, New York, married into the Van Salee line 
in the early 1800s, I didn’t know that I was actu-
ally a direct Van Salee descendant until we found 
Sarah’s 1759 christening record. 

The various spellings of Van Salee—including 
Van Salle, Van Salea, Van Sellea, Van Sile, Van 
Zylle, Van Sylle, Van Surlay, Van Sorlay, Sealy, and 
Selea, amongst others— have created problems 
for people researching their family lines. Further-
more, their “racial classification” has complicated 
matters. Though Abraham Jansen Van Salee was 
of Dutch and Moroccan descent, his descendants 
continued to intermarry with people of Native 
American, European, and African descent in both 
New Amsterdam/New York and New Jersey. Today 
many Van Salee descendants self-identify as either 
Black, mixed-race, white or Native American. 

The following articles led me to find several 
other well-known great-grandparents: 

Frans Abrams Jansen Van Salee (1654–1737) and 
Isabela Frans Salomons (1667–1738) are my 7x 
great-grandparents and the parents of Francis 
Van Salee Jr. Frans Abrams was married twice: 
first to Lucretia Henrdicks and then to Isabela. 
Isabela was a widow who was previously mar-
ried to Anthony Salomons, the grandson of 
Peter Santomee, one of the first eleven Ango-
lans to arrive in New Amsterdam in1626. Isa-
bela had one daughter, Maria Salomons, by 
him. With Frans Abrams, she gave birth to 
Cuffeen Prime, Francis Jr., Caspar Francis, Isa-
bella, and Berbetje. Abram and Isabela moved 
to Tappan, Orange County, in the early 1710s 
after purchasing land from the family of Jan 
DeVries. The Van Doncks/Van Dunks also 
moved to Orange County at this time. Frans 
Abramse was a yeoman. 

Abram/Abraham Jansen Van Salee (1602–1659) 
and Fortuyn are my 8x great- grandparents and 
the parents of Frans Abramse Van Salee. Abram 
was the brother of Anthony Jansen Van Salee, 
who was banished from New Amsterdam along 

with his wife Grietje. They then became the 
first residents of Brooklyn. Both Abram and 
Anthony were routinely referred to as being 
“Turks” and “Mulattos” in reference to their 
complexions. They were men of financial means 
so that may have influenced people’s reactions 
to them. Abram’s line is the progenitor of the 
Black and mixed-race Van Salee line.

Francisco Bastian (1636–1697) and Barbara Man-
uels de Reus (1642–?) are my 8x great-grandpar-
ents and the parents of Isabela Frans Salomons. 
Francisco was the last Black colonial landowner 
in New Amsterdam before the British banned 
people of African and Native American descent 
from owning land. In 1674, Judith Bayard 
Stuyvesant, widow of Peter, sold him four acres 
of land in the area that is now Gramercy Park. 
He also purchased fifteen acres of land in 1684 
in the area around 34th Street and 6th Avenue.21

Sebastian De Brillo and Susanne Simons are my 9x 
great-grandparents. He is the father of Fran-
cisco Bastian and was born in Santo Domingo, 
Hispaniola. De Brillo was a free Black sailor on 
a Spanish or Portuguese ship who was brought 
to New Amsterdam and given as a prize to the 
director of the Dutch West India Company. He 
was given his freedom in 1645 and was referred 
to as “The Captain of the “Negars” (the Blacks). 
He oversaw the work of other Black people and 
was frequently called upon to act as a witness 
for them during Dutch Reformed Church bap-
tisms and marriages. He was married twice; 
first to Isabel Kisana, and then to Susanne 
Simons, daughter of Simon Congo, one of the 
first eleven Africans to arrive in New Amster-
dam in 1626. Sebastian owned property in the 
Bowery and lived among his peers.

Manuel de Gerrit de Reus and an unknown Ango-
lan woman are my 9x great-grandparents, and 
the parents of Barbara Manuel de Reus. Man-
uel de Gerrit was among the first Angolans to 
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be brought to New Amsterdam by the Dutch 
West India Company in 1626. He was one of 
nine Black men accused of murdering Jan de 
Primero in 1641.22 All the men confessed to the 
crime knowing that if they stuck together, the 
authorities would hesitate to execute them all 
because they were highly valued laborers. They 
were instructed to draw lots, and Manuel de 
Gerrit was chosen to be executed. On the day of 
his execution, two ropes were wrapped around 
Manuel’s head, and when he was pushed off the 
ladder, the ropes broke. This was seen as divine 
intervention, and his sentence was commuted, 
as were those of the other eight Africans. In 
1644, he became one of the first Africans to be 
given conditional freedom (“half freedom”) by 
the director of the Dutch West India Company, 
William Kieft. Manuel de Gerrit owned land 
near what is now Washington Square Park. 

Jan Jansen Van Haarlem and Margarita Al-Shabi 
(1578–1631) are my 9x great-grandparents and 
the parents of Abram Jansen Van Salee and his 
brother Anthony Jansen Van Salee. Jan Jansen, 
a sea captain, was born in Haarlem, the Neth-
erlands. He went to sea, left his Dutch family 
in the Netherlands and ended up converting to 
Islam in 1618. He was married a second time to 
Margarita Al-Shabi from Cartagena, Spain.23 
While Margarita’s family was originally from 
Fez, Morocco, they were allowed to reside in 
Spain as “Mudejars” (also known as “Moriscos”) 
for generations after the expulsion of Jews and 
Muslims in 1492.24 Jan Jansen took the name 
Reis Murad and became a famous Barbary Cor-
sair (pirate) operating under the Moroccan flag 
out of the city-state of Sale, where the Van Salee 
surname originates. Reis Murad raided ships 
and enslaved people throughout the Ottoman 
Empire. Although he is known for enslaving 
people around the Mediterranean, he also con-
ducted raids and enslaved people from Ireland, 
England, the Netherlands, and Iceland.25

My cousin Andrea and I have been lucky to 
find documents like Tun’s runaway enslaved ad 
that led us to discover Samuel Freeman and, in 
turn, the 1806 mortgage indenture that led us to 
finding Sarah Van Salee. Both of these documents 
greatly expanded our family tree. Researching the 
lives of enslaved people isn’t easy. There is a lot 
of grappling with historic trauma. The paucity 
of genealogical records related to our ancestors 
makes the research tedious, hard, and frustrating 
at times. 

We keep researching because we are histori-
cal detectives who know that our ancestral sto-
ries are waiting to be found. To know that our 
ancestors built the fortifications for New Amster-
dam in 1626, and then 150 years later, that our 
5x great-grandfather Samuel Freeman helped 
build fortifications in New York City during the 
American Revolution makes us stand taller know-
ing that despite enslavement, dispossession, and 
genocide, our ancestors survived so we can tell the 
world about them today. 

We are proud descendants of “The Freedmen 
of New Amsterdam.”26
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